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Can E-commerce Narrow the Consumption Gap between Urban and Rural Residents?

Li Lianmeng, Wu Qing, Nie Xiuhua

(School of International Trade and Economics, University of International Business and Economics, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: From both theoretical and empirical research, this article explores the role and approach of e-commerce to balancing the con-

sumption gap between urban and rural residents. The results of the robust research after fully considering indigenousness show that in-
P gap y g )

stead of narrowing, the development of e-commerce in China worsened the consumption gap between urban and rural residents in 2014-

2018. E-commerce can directly affect the consumption gap through the consumption gap of different kinds of goods and services, and

indirectly affect it through the income gap between urban and rural residents. The government still needs to support the e-commerce in

rural, improving both the infrastructure construction and the environment of rural e-commerce, further increasing the income of farm-

ers.

Keywords: e-commerce; consumption gap between urban and rural residents; income gap between urban and rural residents; con-

sumption structure
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