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The Mediating Role of Entrepreneurial Alertness between Social Network and Entrepreneurial

Intention of College Students: The Moderating Role of Personality Traits

Mei Qiang, Gu Jiahui, Xu Zhandong
(School of Management, Jiangsu University, Zhenjiang 212000, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: According to the theory of social network, this paper constructs a conceptual model of how social network influences entrepre-
neurial intention with entrepreneurial alertness as the mediumin the current context of “mass entrepreneurship and innovation”. Based
on 237 samples of college students, the empirical study was conducted by using the structural equation model, which show that social
network and entrepreneurial alertness had significant positive effects on entrepreneurial intention. Entrepreneurial awareness plays a
partial mediating role in the process of network diversity affecting entrepreneurial intention of college students, and plays apartial medi-
ating role in the process of network strength affecting entrepreneurial intention of college students. Proactive personality and trait com-
petitiveness positively regulate the influence of entrepreneurial alertness on college students’ entrepreneurial intention. The results
help understand the potential mediating mechanism and regulating mechanism of the influence of social network on entrepreneurial in-
tention, which has important theoretical and practical significance for promoting college students’ entrepreneurship.
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