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Research on Geographical Proximity, Organizational Proximity,

Network Location and Innovation Performance in the Seed Industry Alliance Network

Zhao Yan, Xuan Ling, Chen Wenfang, Han Xiao
(School of Management, Research Center For Innovation and Knowledge Management, Shanghai University,

Shanghai 200444, China)

Abstract: Taking the strategic alliance network of Chinese seed industry as a sample, this study uses geographical proximity and

organizational proximity to represent the characteristics of alliance subjects that select partners, and network degree centrality and

structural hole to represent the location characteristics of the alliance network to research the innovation performance of the seed

industry from 2010 to 2015. The results show as follows. Geographical proximity has an inverted U impact on organizational innovation

performance. The alliance of different organization types is more conducive to improving organizational innovation performance.

Network degree has a significant positive impact on organizational innovation performance. The impact of structural holes is negative

impact on organizational innovation performance under Chinese culture. The inverted U relationship between geographic proximity and

organizational innovation performance is negatively moderated by the network degree. Finally, some suggestions for improving the

innovation performance of the seed industry alliance network in China are provided.

Keywords: alliance network ; geographic proximity; organizational proximity; network location; organizational innovation performance
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