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Research on the Impact of Mobile Internet Use on Women’s Non-agricultural Employment

and Income

Shi Lei, Pu Lina, Li Jinyu

(1. Institute for Innovative Talents, National Academy of Innovation Strategy, CAST, Beijing 100038, China)

Abstract: The development of digital technologies such as mobile internet plays an important role in achieving full employment, and
promoting women’ s employment and entrepreneurship is a necessary prerequisite for achieving full employment. Based on the Survey
of China’s Household Finance (CHFS)in 2019, the influence of mobile Internet access on women’s non-agricultural employment and
gender wage gap was analyzed. The results show that the use of mobile internet which is symbolized by smart phones prompts women s
non-agricultural employment and significantly narrows the gender employment gap. After using Heckman’ s two-step method and
instrumental variable method to overcome endogenous problems, the results show that the use of smart phones has significantly
promoted the increase of women’ s income, and this promotion is biased towards women, narrowing the income gap with men. The
above conclusions are still robust after replacing the explained variables. Heterogeneity analysis shows that the use of smart phones has
a stronger role in promoting women’ s entrepreneurship than employment. However, for women who have already worked, the use of
smart phones has significantly increased the income of employees and failed to significantly increase the income of entrepreneurs. The
conclusion is that in order to continuously improve women’ s employment and income, it is necessary to further strengthen the
construction of mobile internet infrastructure, transform traditional gender concepts, and enhance the role of the internet in human
capital investment.

Keywords : mobile internet; female employment; gender income gap; entrepreneurship
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